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44 Out in style: Why, how and when to come out of that closet

N E\NCS &_ FEATU RES 31 Bring it on: Notabie Chicag

standing behind next year's Gay Games

Born March 25, 1962 to a loweniddle-class family in Kenosha, Wisconsin, Thom Bierdz saved his
bar tending tips andt 21 moved to Hollywood

Bierdz is best known for hgortrayal of legacy character Phillip Chancellor Il on the daytime drama
The Young And The Restlesscurring from 1986, last seen in 2011. He was a repeat guest star on
Melrose Placeguest starredwice onMurder She Wratand once orMatlockandRobiQ & 1. DtheR &
TV and movie roles includeA A Kgl & ¢2 | S @Sysx {{id 9fY2Qa CANB
Warm Texas Rain, Hungry For Love, The Cavanaughs, The Takedown, Win Lose TmeDikaw
Hollywood Squaseand Old Dogs New Tricks

Inlppt I &2dzy3d FAL YYI | $eart ORTRNBkvOraBest ExNiriental Rilin atT A
Philadelphia International Film Festival and Best Experimental Film at University of California Dav
snagdng the coveted Goldenalf Award.

The art world embraed Bierdz in 2004 when Scarlett Johansson hosted his Sévdman gallery
show. In 2005 he won th®ut MagazineBest Emerging Artist of Los Angeles and in 2006 was awarded
the Key to the Light Awarddm The Thalians for 1sing a great deal of money foharities through his
paintings.
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Hollywood.

His first memoir, Forgiving Troy, recounting the murder of his mother by paranoid schizophrenic
brother Troy, gined 10 book wards.

"Millions of vievers fell in love with Thom Bierdz on The Young and the Restless unaware that hi:
real life was more dramatic than any soap opera." Daniel R. Coleridge, TVGuide.com

TV interviews on Forgiving Troy subject matter ineliohtertainmentronight, CBS News, NREws,
FOX News, SoapTalk with Lisa Rinna, Brunch and Joan Quinn Profiles, many podcast, and most rece
9gAt [ADPSa | SNBY ¢KS {2FL) {iGFNRa { SONBiG®

His Forgiving Troy book also spawned a documentary of the same nareeted by Waren

Hohmann of KTLA News.

Being the first openly gay legacy soap actor, he was honored by the Human Rights Campaign a
gave this speech in Minnesota: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTuxWpJDEt0&t=304s

Bierdz cefounded www.AmericanArtAwardsom in 2008. Eary year the online finart site honors
the best 20 American galleries or museums, which in turn award breakthrough artists in over 6(
countries.

For eleven years, Bierdz has passionately painted commissioned portraits from a forest aottage
scenic Lakérrowhead, Californiawhile operating the online American Art Awards and hiking with his
rescue dogs.
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In addition t0100 BLACK AND WHITE MNUBE PRINTS + 100 BLACK AND WHITEPBBTHE
ARTISTBierdz also has:
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THE BLUE X PAINTINGS

| feel myvery best artwork is the pop expressionism that spilled outrad in my 100 BLUE X p@mgs.
BLUE X from two crossing blue lines: Earth plane and the mystical afterlife.

Most of the expressionism in prexis pages were created before 2004, and these BLUE X paintings alsc
began then. But in 2005, | pretty much davs of Warholian applesin 2006, many live paintings. In 2007, |
did 60 gold nudes in trees. In 2009, when | returned’'bee Young and the REss,| did my Fantasy Gay
Marriage Equality paintings. 2010 forward | have pretty much only had time to maimmissioned
portraits.

Overthepast20years L FSf i R21Sya 2F Y& wmyEwné¢ SELINBAaa
like when | original  LJF Ay G4 SR GdaigmySbraih deciding the @riapositionssomething above
was directing my patbrush in these; foria G yOS L alySéé¢ (2 Lizi | &LISC
just followed the orders until they stopped.

Now | look athese 100 pieces and | can see aspects of my life patterns and dréutashope readers
will bring ther own meanings to them.

“TOP 100

MOST COLLECTIBLE PAINTINGS X ;-
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