To Hear And See Special Things
What Do You Do When Your Brother Kills Your Mother ?

Screenplay available:

.......

.....
-

L]
L1}

A month before Troy kiIIecII his mother. |

Thom Bierdz, a closeted soap opera star and expressionism painter, struggles to get his
brother Troy from incarcerated babbling schizophrenic, to lucid, to remorseful for killing
their mother. Thom also seeks to prove the afterlife exists and to contact his dead
mother to heal his grieving sister, estranged psychotherapist father and another brother
spiraling out of control.


mailto:thombierdz@aol.com

This tragedy-to-triumph uplifting TRUE STORY is also an ARTIST BIOPIC and a spiritual
adventure. Huge box office potential with elements of A BEAUTIFUL MIND / RAINMAN
/ THE SIXTH SENSE / DEAD MAN WALKING / OUT ON A LIMB (SHIRLEY MACLAINE) /
GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING / LOVING VINCENT / POLLOCK / FRIDA / MR. TURNER.

Huge award potential. Awards often go to actors who play fine artists or schizophrenics.






Investigation Discovery’s #1 show, Evil Lives Here, interviewed Thom recently for the
episode The Soap Star’s Secret on this material (maybe 50 million views so far?: fans’
favorite because it's uplifting).




SCREENPLAY ANALYSIS FROM INDUSTRY SCRIPT EXPERTS

Recommend. Highly recommended.

The first ten pages pull you in, particularly the part where Troy (the youngest brother),
consumed with anger, confronts his mother with the disturbing question, “Do I kill them
first, Mom? So you suffer, seeing them all cut up?”

The hook effectively grabs readers’ attention, throwing them into a high-stakes, high-
energy depiction of Troy’s escape and Phyllis" murder.

Dialogue is a strength in your script, with characters speaking in ways that feel distinct
and themselves. You do a great job capturing authenticity in conversations.

A marketable premise that studios would find attractive. The true crime element along
with themes of life after death, family, and forgiveness, means that there is a specific
audience that would be well served by this material. The budget is also quite attractive
for potential investors, and would easily fall into the low-to-midrange category in terms
of feasibility, especially with its character-driven narrative. The tone of the script also
fits in well with its audience, focusing less on the horrifying murder and more on the
aftermath, meaning that this is a story that could potentially have a wider audience than
if it simply focused on one aspect over another.

To build on an analogy: if a script is a house, the characters, plot, structure and dialogue
are all bricks but it's the concept that is the foundation. Fortunately, the foundation just
so happens to also be it's biggest strength. It's very clear you have a strong story with
great talents in writing.

The script does a superb job at carrying Thom’s challenges side by side.

All of the characters in this script are well-described and differentiated. In particular,
Thom and Hope's contrasting energies comprise one of the most compelling aspects of
this project.

The other family members were all distinct, with Hope being a lot more scared of Troy,
Billy being avoidant and their father Al being ambivalent. This myriad of responses help
make for some extremely dynamic interactions, such as when Hope confronts Thom to
stop talking to Troy and Thom ultimately winning Hope over.



Troy is not painted as a villain and it's believable how the others would come to
sympathize with his struggle despite his horrendous actions. The script also handles
Thom's beliefs in spirituality with sensitivity and this gives the story genuine stakes.

Thom's story is classically American - small town kid, misunderstood but ambitious, sets
out into the world and makes something of himself.

The script is immediately notable for its compelling premise and, though it's based on a
true story, it avoids the common pitfalls of historical dramas by keeping the action fairly
focused on the personal stakes as Thom tries to reach out to Troy. The script also offers
a unique look at faith and concentrates on how this becomes meaningful to the
characters and how the characters incorporate it into their lives.

The four Bierdz siblings form the core of the piece, though the influence of parents
Phyllis and, to a lesser extent, Al, is felt throughout. Thom, the main, goes on a circuitous
hero's journey through his acceptance of his gayness, his quest to become a Hollywood
actor and his continuing efforts to help the brother who murdered his mother. His career
has the expected ups and downs, but his connections with his siblings and, later, father,
are the constants. His search for spiritual guidance and the afterlife and even his
attention to a voice who seems to guide him are mirror images of Troy's disordered
relationship with reality. There's a fine line separating madness from creativity and Thom
is lucky to have ended up on the functional side.

It's immediately evident that Troy suffers from schizophrenia as is seen through his
POV's and the voices that haunt him, and after he murders their mother, we see how
the rest of the Bierdz family reacts to that in their own ways. With Thom, we understand
that he's drawn to justice and is able to communicate with higher level beings. Although
this may make it hard for audiences to resonate with him, it gives him a quality that
feels entertaining albeit sometimes a little socially awkward.

The emphasis on spirituality bestsellers like The Celestine Prophecy and Out on a Limb
taps into their large audience.

This multi-layered family odyssey does not restrain from its unpleasant emotions and
difficult truths, all of which makes this portrayal feel honest. Our protagonist’s mission
of empathizing with his brother is heartfelt yet packed with a complexity that pushes the
narrative to embrace its untidy conflict.

The script has an inherently dramatic premise and the scenes between Thom and Troy
are highly compelling because of the strong conflict in their interactions.



The writer does a good job in adding a touch of humor to an otherwise dark and sad
story.

...this project features a fresh take on the idea of forgiveness. The family’s path toward
forgiveness does not solely focus on Troy but on their absent father and their own
personal imperfections. This comprises a strong and unique thematic base. The manner
in which all three siblings struggle to move forward with their lives after a series of
tragedies is both empathetic and compelling, with the project’'s personal nature
comprising a key strength.

The structure worked well. You have a strong eye for storytelling, especially with the
creative visual POV's that occur throughout the script. This can mostly be seen through
the horrific visions of Troy, but it's also clear in the more blissful and optimistic visions
shown through Thom's perspective.

There's nothing forgettable about this life story and there is a consistent theme of
making peace with a painful past. The hero's path is both unique in the entertainment
industry and universal in his desire to correct for family trauma.

The premise (which is based on a true story) is thought-provoking and strikes you deep
in the core. It revolves around a soap opera heartthrob (Thom) from “The Young and
the Restless” whose life is forever changed after his youngest brother, a schizophrenic,
tragically kills their mother. The story mainly takes place in the 1990s. We see how
Thom'’s young mother is left to raise her four children on her own after their father
divorced their mom — and how that takes a toll on their family emotionally, not just
financially. Despite knowing that her youngest son (Troy) has expressed his desire to
kill his siblings and his mom, Phyllis (their mother) continues to allow him to live with
her and gives him unconditional love. Until one day, after committing various crimes,
Troy escapes from detention center, returns to his mom’s home only to end up killing
her in a fit of rage.

The story examines the hardships that Thom had to go through in a time where an
actor's open homosexuality could have severe consequences for their professional
trajectory. There are also moments where Troy, the youngest brother, would make
offensive remarks about Thom being gay, yet Thom continues to be there for Troy.

Furthermore, it sheds light on the way prisoners with schizophrenia were treated within
the prison system during that time period.



NEWSPAPERS WHEN TROY KILLED HIS MOTHER
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WHY THIS FAMILY DRAMA WILL WIN MOVIE AWARDS

Initially this 10X award-winning book (and screenplay) were written because
Thom felt an obligation to share his miraculous bigger-than-life journey.
Looking for the silver lining, he discovered gold: a renewed relationship with
his brother, an elevated heart, plus many spiritual miracles. Through the
roller-coaster events, Thom spilled his emotions on canvas, so hundreds of
his artworks can be incorporated into the movie. (Thom is an award-winning
painter, and president of American Art Awards and World Art Awards.)

The true hero of the story is Phyllis (the mother) who sacrificed her life to be
kiled by Troy to prevent Troy from killing her three other children.
Furthermore, five years later, from the other side, dead Phyllis gets her
message to a trusted medium pleading that Thom must go to Troy’s prison
and “save Troy’s soul.” Reluctantly, Thom eventually agrees, and seeing no
partitions separating the visitors from inmates, Thom risks his life to be in the
same room with Troy, because Troy was a black-belt who wanted to kill Thom
and threatened to rip out his heart in six seconds and show it to him before
he died. Thom discovers his little brother is no longer a murderous animal-
killing Satanic worshiper, but now a babbling schizophrenic inmate, practically
lifeless, soulless, barely existent. Because of dead Phyllis’s insistence that
Thom see Troy, Thom asks the prison (that prefers to ignore Troy) to put
Troy on medication, which had to be requested by the family. Pills and Thom's
love bring Troy to lucidity, then infantilism, then denial, then accountability,
then remorse, which the prison doctors say never happens.

Much of Troy’s real dialogue is in the screenplay, from his flippant murder
confession at his court hearing, to his medicated rebirth unaware of his crime.
His letters to Thom become childlike and innocent: “Have I left you with
enuff feelings?” “So many voices tell me what to do. How do I no which one
to listen to?” “Don't you think brothers should be torchured together?” “You
are my big brother and I am lucky you protect me from Hell.”

When Thom gets their father, Al, to finally visit Troy’s prison, Troy is
overwhelmed, listing reasons why all his family members are going to Hell.



BASED ON THE BOOK
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10 BOOK AWARDS

S
THOM %
BIERDZ,

Actor f Artist / Aothor

AOY.L ONIAIDYHO

The International Book Awards
GRAND PRIZE: Spirituality “Sacred Light” Award
WINNER: Autobiography/Memoir category
WINNER: Gay & Lesbian: Non-Fiction category
WINNER: Non-Fiction Narrative category
WINNER: True Crime: Non-Fiction category

The National Best Books Awards
WINNER: Autobiography/Memoir category
WINNER: True Crime category
WINNER: Audio-book Non-fiction Unabridged category

Indie Excellence Book Awards
WINNER: Autobiography category

LAMBDA Awards
FINALIST: Autobiography



BOOK REVIEWS

"...gut-punching memoir that chronicles his triumph over an unspeakable family
tragedy...Chilling, hopeful, spiritual." Michael Logan, TV GUIDE

“Hi there, My name is Don Lewis and I am the Chief of Psychiatry for the Federal Bureau
of Prisons in the U.S.. I picked up your book and read it on my last trip I took. I could
not put it down and had to write you and say what a fantastic portrayal of mental illness
it was. Troy sounds like many of our inmates. I am so glad you could forgive him! I am
also gay, so your book was fascinating on many levels. Again, thank you for this book,
I wish you the very best!...”

"...universal themes of love, forgiveness and redemption...even in the most tragic
situations, hope abides and family triumphs. Being likened to A BEAUTIFUL MIND and
RAINMAN, his story will both break your heart and heal your spirit." Nicholas Snow,
NOTES FROM HOLLYWOOD

"An epic, raw and overwhelming story of tragedy, chaos, humanity, and ultimately
compassion. A rare book that dives, unapologetically and uncensored, into the workings
of an American family... Highly recommended!" Jeffrey Keen, USABOOKNEWS.COM

"A different kind of psychic message from a mom figures prominently in Thom Bierdz'
inspirational memoir...fascinating, profoundly moving stuff...It is so worth your while!"
M. Logan, SOAP OPERA DIGEST

"A true-life tale of love and loss, terror and triumph that will take your breath away -
and play on every single emotion you own." Bill Harris, E! ENTERTAINMENT TV,
NATIONAL ENQUIRER

"...not as much about forgiveness as it is about the kind of strength and spiritual
carpentry necessary to repair the disengaging structure of one American family." Lucian
K. Truscott, author of DRESS GRAY

"Matricide! Suicide! Paranoid schizophrenia! Sound like elements of a juicy soap opera?
Not to former 7he Young and the Restless hunk Thom Bierdz - those horrors are part of
his true family story..." Gil Kaan, NATIONAL ENQUIRER



"True story of fame found and lost, murder, mental illness, mysticism, emotional
dysfunction and soap opera..." Olivier Bjorksater-Bleylock, DNA MAGAZINE

"I am amazed at how many people come to me and say their story is interesting enough

for a memoir...On the other hand, Thom Bierdz's book had to be written. His gripping
story of family, murder, insanity, and forgiveness leaps off the pages... horrifying...
inspiring... riveting." David Mixner, author of A STRANGER AMONG FRIENDS

"Shakespearean in its tragic underpinnings, FORGIVING TROY fearlessly tackles a litany
of societal ills that ostensibly seem insurmountable, yet the book reverberates with the
clear ring of redemption...” Michael Kearns, IN MAGAZINE

"Millions of viewers fell in love with Thom Bierdz on 7he Young and the Restless unaware
that his real life was more dramatic than any soap opera. This book proves he is not just
another pretty face- but an artist of substance, power and talent." Daniel R. Coleridge,
TVGUIDE.COM

"Very special... it's a really engrossing and deeply personal read." Brian Hernandez,
DAILY NEWS.COM, FRONTIERS

"Bierdz has the courage to be truthful about his own erratic behavior in the aftermath
of this terrible tragedy. But he came to recognize that we all have the power to control
our destinies...Thom Bierdz, a proud gay man, is now one of Los Angeles' most successful
and in-demand artists. His journey from darkness into the light is one of the year's most
illuminating and inspirational reads...the sublime, haunting FORGIVING TROY will stay
with you long after you finish reading it." David Alexander Nahmod,
EXPRESSGAYNEWS.COM

"It's been said that the greatest mark of the human spirit is its ability to overcome
impossible personal tragedy, and no one exemplifies that statement more than artist
Thom Bierdz." Joe Thompson, IN MAGAZINE

"A truly amazing and intriguing book.....you will want to call your family and tell them
how much you love them......my glass will be half full for the rest of my life." Dana
Caprina, GAY CHICAGO MAGAZINE



BIO OF THOM BIERDZ

President of American Art Awards, World Art Awards & Art Collectors Choice
Awards. Bierdz is a fine artist and 12x author, but best known for his portrayal of legacy
character Phillip Chancellor III on the daytime drama 7he Young and the Restless,
recurring from 1986. He was a repeat guest star on Melrose Place , guest starred twice
on Murder She Wrote and once on Matlock and Robin’s Hoods. Other TV and movie
roles include Highway To Heaven, St. Eimos Fire, The Last Place On Earth, The
Gladiator, Warm Texas Rain, Hungry For Love, The Cavanaughs, The Takedown, Win
Lose Or Draw, The New Hollywood Squares and Old Dogs New Tricks.

Filmmaker Bierdz's film, Heart Of The Oak, won Best Experimental Film at Philadelphia
International Film Festival and Best Experimental Film at University of California Davis
snagging the coveted Golden Calf Award.

His memaoir, Forgiving Troy, gained 10 book awards.

Being the first openly gay soap actor with a legacy role, he was honored by the Human
Rights Campaign.

He has won the Out Magazine Best Emerging Artist of Los Angeles and for raising a great
deal of money for charities through his paintings, was awarded the Key to the Light
Award from The Thalians.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phillip_Chancellor_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Young_and_the_Restless
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melrose_Place
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“...Scarlett Johansson launched Thom Bierdz amid the A-list celebrity art-collecting
scene.” THE ADVOCATE, Anne Stockwell.

“"On par with Picasso, Van Gogh, Matisse and Warhol,” HIGHLIGHT HOLLYWOOD,
Tommy Lightfoot Garrett.

“Bierdz is now one of Los Angeles’ most successful and in-demand artists.” EXPRESS
NEWS, David Alexander Nahmod.

EXPERTS

Thom Bierdz




SOME OF THE 100 BLUE X PAINTINGS AVAILABLE FOR THE MOVIE

R T

Tormmy Lightiont 1inny i
MOVIES FEATURED CELEBRITY NEWS WORLD NEWS 2015 POLUTICAL NEWS »

‘op 100 Most Collectible Paintings: The BLUE X History Of Thom
Jierdz, HIGHLIGHT HOLLYWOOD EXCLUSIVE

TELE
“TOP 100

MOST COLLECTIBLE PAINTINGS |
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rrent fine art sensation, Thom Bierdz, has been worid-renown for playing Phillip Chancellor Ill on Th
ung & The Restless off and on since 1886. But for decades the general public did not know that

hinting was Bierdz's first love and primal passion. As a child in Kenosha, Wisconsin, Bierdz's talent
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OTHER BIERDZ PAINTING STYLES AVAILABLE FOR MOVIE
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Ruben Garcia,

You have the contacts at CAA, Parmount, etc — to make this a big
film — and of course you should be involved as producer if you help
set this up at CAA. My gay character is the protagonist, although
my homosexuality is not the focus — which is great — for straight
audiences to see a gay man’s arc (closeted to proud and out,
forgiving bro, healing family, etc) in a huge family drama. The
script takes place over 10 years and my gay character has 1
boyfriend in it, and some quick funny scenes where we're in leather
harnesses, or cowboy hats, or army camouflage — meant to make
the audiences smile through an emotional rollercoaster of heavier
subjects.

Can I send you the script? You'll see the big picture — on how it can
forward progress, etc..

Thanks —

Thom Bierdz



2 OTHER BIERDZ SCRIPTS
RECEIVING EXCELLENT COVERAGE

THE MAN TOY

Low low budget drama (mainly 3 characters, 1 location).

Anonymous industry script experts say: “Top 1% in Overall Impression. Top 2% in
Dialogue. Top 3% in Characters. Virtually perfect. A highly effective, dialogue-driven
script... breezy read... strong voice. Lessons, much humor and elements of desperation,
innocence, authority, control, sex, secrets, manipulation, guilt, family, trust and
compassion.”

Synopsis:

Sexy mature Lilith, a cop's abused/ignored wife, brings groceries to the forest cabin of
her crazy younger sister, Doris - and finds a young gorgeous naked man, Cody. Turns
out he's an escaped convict and hiding, and just took money from Doris to strip, so he
can buy a train ticket away. He becomes attracted to Lilith, whose husbands always
leave her, so she makes sure this one won't get away. She's the smart character in this
small picture, and by the end of this very delightful fun drama, she imprisons her young
lover to the property - mainly because he is guilt-ridden over his past crime and can't
psychologically escape from prison. She figures this out and uses it to everyone's
advantage, including his. Like the MAN TOY the sisters shared as a child, Cody becomes
the MAN TOY they can share now, providing Cody a safe oasis, providing Lilith a secret
beautiful romance away from her cheating husband, and providing lonely infantile Doris
the full-time companion she needs. (Lilith is responsible for Doris, and secretly her
mother.)



12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS AT FREE SPEECH CAFE

A sweet, sexy, fun, miraculous holiday love story — with bold humor.

Synopsis:

Handsome Grant leaves his law job in Chicago to briefly go to Lake Lure, North Carolina
to meet his father who is dying. His aunt, Kris, meets him instead (really his father
secretly passing for a woman), and she bequeaths him her barn and animals. When
Grant refuses to live there, she asks Grant to secretly give away the pet birds (partridge,
two turtledoves, three French hens, etc.) so they will have homes. Doing this, Grant falls
in love with green-haired tattooed "trailer-trash skank" guitar-playing singer Sissy, who
is the first to laugh at herself, and when given the Five Golden Rings, offers to give them
to others, as an apology for her getting caught stealing previously. Their opposites-
attract hot romance has a hurdle: a rich religious virgin competing for Grant.

Sweet prankster Brick owns Free Speech Cafe where the rule is for mountain neighbors
to joke about everything they can't on social media. The ten main characters comprise
White, Black, Mexican, Chinese, straight, gay, trans, rich, poor, healthy, physically-
challenged, old, young, prude, promiscuous - almost all lovable and in good humor.

By page 45, Kris is discovered to be a man, and he learns his neighbors and new son
love him anyway. Each of these Twelve Days Of Christmas progress with light drama,
romance, romantic obstacles and hysterical one-liners. On The 10th Day Of Christmas
(Ten Lords A Leaping), Kris dies and leaps to the afterlife, then returns with psychic gifts,
and benefits his beloved neighbors with miracles and love matches. Kris (Kringle) dies
during Twelve Drummers Drumming when the town is at Free Speech Cafe heckling
Brick singing The Twelve Days Of Christmas. Afterwards, the locals uproariously dance
to Garth Brooks' "Friends In Low Places," demonstrating neighbor bonds undivided by
races and political affiliations. Everybody is welcome here, as long as they have a sense
of humor.

10 minute video: photos, documents, art, news, talk shows
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7hfZJGZG0O4&t=4s

Thom Bierdz 909 436 9242 thombierdz@aol.com
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